
 
 
 

FAQ Re: Updated COVID-19 Orders & SCC Requirements 
From July 16, 2020 Zoom meeting with pastors 

Updated July 22, 2020 
 
We will continue to monitor this situation and the appropriate state and local requirements, and we will 
notify our constituents as changes come up. 
  

 
 

EDUCATION 
The final decision as to in-person schooling in the fall has not yet been made.  

Parents will have options for virtual learning. 
1. What is distance learning? “Distance learning” refers to students learning at home. In this 

scenario, instruction is offsite using technology. 
 

2. What options do teachers who fit into the vulnerable population have when they don't feel 
safe going back into the classroom to teach? Are we giving them a choice to teach online? The 
conference is currently developing a "Fall Safe Back to School" conference policy. In addition to this, 
we will have a separate "Fall Safe Back to School for Teachers" policy. Yes, if a teacher is 
uncomfortable returning to the classroom, we will absolutely accommodate.  

 
3. What happens if there is an outbreak at a school? There are state and local guidelines in place 

for this scenario, and we will follow those guidelines. 
 

CHURCHES 
4. What is the final word regarding opening our churches? In-person indoor church services are 

not allowed. Outdoor services are allowed (with restrictions in place) but it is not mandated that 
your church meets in person. Whether to meet for in-person services outdoors is the decision of 
the local church board. 
 

5. Are funerals and weddings at the church allowed? Funerals are allowed outdoors. See the most 
recent “SCC Requirements & Protocols for Operating Churches” document for mandatory 
restrictions. 
 

6. Are we still able to livestream worship from inside the church with only a skeleton crew 
without singing? Yes, you may livestream from the church with only a skeleton crew of up to 10 
people, no more. Total participants present, including the crew, must not exceed 10 people. Singing 
is not allowed indoors. 
 

7. Can we worship outdoors? What about singing outdoors? What spacing is recommended for 
an outdoor worship with music? Yes, outdoor worship is permitted, with restrictions in place. It is 
permitted to have a praise team, keeping greater than 10 feet between singers and greater than 15 
in front. No congregational singing may take place. 
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8. Where do we find guidelines for outdoor worship service? Refer to the guidelines given in the 
July 8 FAQ document:  
 

a. What modifications can occur for outdoor services? Outdoor services are strongly 
encouraged due to significant decreased risks. Attendees must practice social distancing 
and family units are to stay together. As long as social distancing is maintained, there is no 
maximum capacity for outdoor services. Masking is required for all attendees at all times 
except for the speaker and praise team per the following. Consider marking aisles to direct 
flow and ensure social distancing. A praise team is permissible only if singers observe 10 
feet of space between them (side to side) and 15+ feet is between the praise team/singers 
and the congregation. Masking is not required for the praise team while singing and by the 
speaker while speaking, although masks should be reapplied immediately post singing or 
speaking. The speaker should also be a minimum of 15 feet from the nearest attendee. All 
building requirements continue to apply for any use of the building itself. 

 
9. Can you give us an update on baptizing candidates at an empty church? If so, what is 

maximum number of candidates if they observe social distance? The pastor and 5 
candidates? Visit our website at https://scc.adventist.org/coronavirus/baptism for further guidance 
regarding baptism during COVID-19. 
 

10. Can church groups take mission trips either outside or within the U.S. at this time? We are 
recommending no trips at this time, outside or within the U.S. 
 

11. What about food distribution in church inside and outside? This is allowed, with strict guidelines 
in place. Refer to #8 on the March 25 FAQ document, as this guidance is still in place.  
 

a. Is distribution of food allowed? How many people are permitted to participate, 
including recipients? This is permitted, again as long as proper social distancing and 
hygiene is practiced at all times. Fresh foods should be bagged by volunteers, and no direct 
handoff of items should occur. An adequate number of volunteers needed to perform this 
service will be permitted to participate at one time, while still observing social distancing 
practices. Volunteers should ensure that recipients follow proper social distancing practices 

 
12. Can members have independent meetings at their homes outside in the front yard? Can a 

local church vote to meet outdoors at a local park or at a member’s home in their front yard 
or driveway? A local park or church parking lot is permitted as long as all distancing and other in-
person service guidelines are followed. All attendees must be masked at all times. Meetings at 
member homes, whether indoor or outdoor, should not be encouraged or endorsed. 
 

13. Can we hold indoor in-person board and/or business meetings? No, in-person meetings are not 
permitted to be held indoors at this time. Use virtual tools or hold these meetings outdoors with 
strict physical distancing and everybody masked, even when talking. 
 

14. What is the guidance on hosting VBS and/or VBS training? The NAD has created a virtual VBS 
program. All VBS programming will take place virtually. Training may be held outdoors with 
appropriate physical distancing, but indoor training is not allowed. 

 


